Hello parents/guardians!  This year is off to a fine start.  The new school is absolutely amazing; however, we must concentrate on the fact that we have a big job ahead of us this year.  I look forward to working with you to challenge your child to achieve his/her goals.  My first request is for you to continue your active role in your child’s education.  You have the power to do this by making sure someone reads to your child for at least 20 minutes per day.  Please also check your child’s homework every night to make sure that it is complete.  If you have any questions or concerns, you are more than welcome to contact me to discuss these matters – below you will find my contact information.   Again, I look forward to working with you this year.
Here is some pertinent information about me that might be of interest:

· Colleges Attended: Loyola College in Maryland (BA); Johns Hopkins Univ. (MS)

· Study Abroad Program Attended: Semester At Sea – traveled around the world on a ship to ten different countries
· Interests/Hobbies: walking my dog with my wife and four-month-old daughter, kayaking, home improvement, traveling, theater
· Teaching Experience: I taught 5th grade general education (4 years) and 6th grade Earth Science (1 year) for 5 years in Howard County, Maryland
· Philosophy of Education: I feel a hands-on, experiential approach is best in the classroom; as part of this approach, I use team-building initiatives with my class.  Team-building is an important aspect of building a community and creating a positive classroom environment.  Collaborative learning is also crucial in order to reach more people, so I keep my students in groups as often as possible.  Middle school-aged children love nothing more than to talk; I try to provide a useful and educational outlet for that with group work.  I also believe parent communication is the key to a successful student – I try to return any and all e-mails, notes, letters, phone calls, etc. within two days of receiving them (email is the best).
· My preferred method of communication is email: nicholas.perrone@new-haven.ct.us
· You can also call me here at school at (203) 691-3500 or call my voicemail directly at (203) 691-3552
· My Web Site can be found at: www.spomonie.com/mrp/barnard/
· The Web Site will be up and running before Thanksgiving break (hopefully)

· The Web Site will include information on homework assignments, projects, upcoming tests/quizzes, and information for online research purposes.  I will inform the students when it is ready for surfing.
Ways YOU can be a part of your child’s learning:
· Check your child’s homework each night – make sure he/she uses a daily calendar
· Ask questions like, “What was one neat thing you learned in school today?”  This question avoids a one-word response and elicits a comment.

· Offer to help check spelling or grammar on a project or paper

· Offer to provide a trip to the library to work on a project
Let’s work together to make this a terrific year!

Mr. Nicholas Perrone
Supplies List:

Please make every effort possible to get all of the following supplies for your child as soon as possible:

· Daily homework calendar

· 4 Separate spiral notebooks labeled: 1) Math, 2) Reading, 3) Writing, 4) Science/Social Studies
· 2 Heavy-duty folders labeled: 1) Homework & 2) Long-term assignments

· 2 large boxes of tissues or 3 small boxes*
· 1 box small Ziplock baggies*
· 1 box large (gallon-size) Ziplock baggies*
· 1 box pencils*
· Colored pencils and/or crayons

· Highlighter set (multiple colors)
*-items to be used by the whole class and collected by the teacher

If you have already purchased supplies that do not exactly match some of these items, please talk to me before buying anything different.  Additionally, please send me a note if you will be unable to provide any of the supplies listed above – other arrangements can be made.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Below is a copy of our class’ Full Value Contract:
1) Each person is committed to the goals of the group, our individual goals, helping others, keeping our environment clean, sharing, following the rules, and respecting others.

2) Each person agrees to help keep the group safe both physically and emotionally.

3) Put downs are not allowed and are discouraged by each group member.

4) Each person agrees to give feedback to others if their behaviors are getting in the way of group goals; this is done without putdowns or being disrespectful.

